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(sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov]; Stephen Sifuentes 
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov)[Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov]; 
alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov[alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov]; 
jason_ unger@re id .senate .govUason_ unger@reid .senate .gov]; 
kristen_orthman@reid.senate.gov[kristen_orthman@reid.senate.gov]; 
lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.gov[lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.gov]; 
mary_conelly@reid.senate.gov[mary_conelly@reid.senate.gov]; 
ryan_mu lvenon @reid .senate .gov[ ryan_mu lvenon@reid .senate .gov]; 
sara_moffat@reid .senate .gov[ sara_moffat@re id .senate .gov]; Shannon Raborn 
(shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov)[shannon_raborn@reid.senate.gov]; yolanda_garcia­
banuelos@reid .senate .gov[yolanda_garcia-banuelos@reid .senate .gov]; Ben Rosenbaum 
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov]; Elizabeth Decker 
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov]; 
mike.naft@mail.house.gov[mike.naft@mail.house.gov]; Arturo Garzon 
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov]; 
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.gov]; 
jason.riederer@mail.house.govUason.riederer@mail.house.gov]; Martin Paris 
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(martin.paris@mail.house.gov)[martin.paris@mail.house.gov]; 
stacy.parobek@mail.house.gov[stacy.parobek@mail.house.gov]; 
keith .hughes@mail.house .gov[keith .hughes@mail.house .gov]; Scott Hughes 
(scott.hughes@mail.house.gov)[scott.hughes@mail.house.gov]; Jacob Fullmer 
Uacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov)Uacob.fullmer@mail.house.gov]; Kent Alexander 
(Kent.Aiexander@mail.house.gov)[Kent.Aiexander@mail.house.gov]; Kyle Lykins 
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)[kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov]; Robert Yavor 
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov)[robert.yavor@mail.house.gov]; Sonia Joya 
(sonia.joya@mail.house.gov)[sonia.joya@mail.house.gov] 
Cc: Huitric, Michele[huitric.michele@epa.gov]; Keener, Biii[Keener.Bill@epa.gov]; Amato, 
Paui[Amato.Paul@epa.gov]; Brush, Jason[Brush.Jason@epa.gov]; Torres, 
Tomas[Torres.Tomas@epa.gov]; Kaiser, Sven-Erik[Kaiser.Sven-Erik@epa.gov] 
From: Maier, Brent 
Sent: Wed 5/11/2016 10:13:03 PM 
Subject: U.S. EPA Press Release: U.S. EPA's Wetlands Report Shows Challenging Conditions in the 
West 

Dear Colleagues: 

The following press release is being issued today by the EPA Region IX press office. If 
you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a call. 

Regards, 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
Telephone: 415.947.4256 

For Immediate Release: May 11, 2016 

U.S. EPA's Wetlands Report Shows Challenging Conditions in the 
West 
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Assessment points to need for better monitoring and protection of wetlands 

SAN FRANCISCO- Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency released the 
first-ever National Wetland Condition Assessment The report shows that nearly half of 
the nation's wetlands are in good health, while 20 percent are in fair health and the 
remaining 32 percent are in poor health. The ecoregion west of the Rocky Mountains 
scored lowest overall, with 21 percent of the wetlands in good condition, 18 percent in 
fair and 61 percent in poor condition. 

"Wetlands play a vital role in decreasing water pollution, providing habitat for fish and 
wildlife, offering recreational and economic opportunities, and reducing risks from 
flooding and coastal erosion due to sea level rise," said Tomas Torres, EPA's Water 
Division Director for the Pacific Southwest. "We want to better understand the health of 
our wetlands and work closely with our partners to protect and restore them in the arid 
West" 

Similar to most of the country, the most common stressors in western wetlands include 
hydrologic changes from the creation of ditches and other draining systems; intrusion of 
nonnative plants; and surface hardening and vegetation removal (such as for roads and 
pavement). Additional factors that may have led to the poorer results in the West include 
generally higher temperatures; long, dry summers; and prolonged drought conditions. 

A total of 146 western sites (out of 1,179 sites nationally) were sampled in 2011, 
including 51 inland woody wetlands, 70 inland herbaceous wetlands, and 25 coastal 
estuarine wetlands. Overall, more estuarine wetlands were found to be in good 
condition than inland wetlands. 

The National Wetland Condition Assessment is part of a series of surveys designed to 
advance the science of coastal monitoring and answer critical questions about the 
condition of waters in the United States. The assessment was conducted in partnership 
with state environmental agencies and other federal agencies, including the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The report is the 
first of its kind for wetlands and will be repeated every 5 years. 

The report has increased understanding of wetlands and their dynamic, extremely 
important ecosystems, which were once actively removed throughout much of the 
United States. With new insight gained over time, these assessments will enable EPA 
and federal and state partners to develop innovative strategies to more effectively 
manage and protect existing wetlands. 

EPA also launched the National Wetland Condition Assessment Campus Research 
Challenge today. This challenge seeks to encourage graduate students to identify and 
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use the data to address one or more key and innovative questions and hypotheses on 
water quality, wetland health, or wetland ecology. The research may examine 
relationships nationally, eco-regionally, or for other subpopulations of interest. 

More information on the National Wetland Condition Assessment: 

### 

Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 

75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Ph: 415.947.4256 
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